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Dear Mr. Ham:

Submitted herewith is the final Preliminary Assessment report for the subject site. The contents of
the report are based on an evaluation of information contained in the site files provided, on the
results of a review of regional and local hydrogeologic literature, and on data collected during a field
evaluation performed in May 1990. Based on this review, the following is offered for EPA’s

consideration:

@ [tis recommended that further action under CERCLA be pursued at the subject site and that
the Federal Facilities Department continue its investigation of the site.
Ranking System (HRS) PROscore of 30.52 was obtained for the site. This score is based on
available and projected information and is reflective of groundwater targets.

® It is recommended that an investigation of the transformers located on site be performed to
determine their integrity. During the site visit, an empty transformer was observed by the FIT
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A rough Hazard

next to the electrical substation. The soil in the vicinity of the transformer was stained.

addition, a blueprint of the site (dated 1943) depicts transformer locations throughout the

site. The presence of several transformers at the site was verified during the NUS site visit.

Proposed Sampling Plan

The proposed sampling locations include the following:

® A subsurface solid sample should be obtained from two of the sunken areas in the former

landfill area.






CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. Gregory Ham

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency g;} E"f‘m g
October 15, 1990 - Page 3 ’ f’
Valley Forge Army Hospital Final Preliminary Assessment Report

ORIGINAL
(Red)

Additional public concern over the site began in March 1990, when an area resident informed the
Schuylkill Board of Supervisors that Hodgkins Disease had been diagnosed in five residents (now up to
six residents) living within one mile of each other and nearby the former Army hospital. Area
residents are concerned that the Hodgkins cases may be linked to the contamination at the site. The
local township, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources, EPA, COE, the Chester
County Health Department, and the press have become actively involved with the site as the result of
the contamination and cancer findings.

An estimated 28,000 people live within a 3-mile radius of the subject site. Four public water
distribution companies provide water obtained from groundwater and surface water sources to most
of the population residing within the study area. Other residents located in non-serviced areas are
assumed to utilize private home wells. The nearest home well to the site is located approximately [l

I A -rroximately 7,600 people utilize private home wells for drinking water.

NUS FIT 3 visited the site on May 29, 1990 to perform a preliminary assessment. Interviews with site
owners and other involved parties and a site walk were performed during the visit.

If you have any further questions, please contact me.

ttachments
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